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Dear Balm Benefactors, 

     I found something good about flying out of the airport 

in Nashville. No one bothers you about carrying a guitar on 

board! Mind you, I’m the beginnerest of beginner guitar 

players. But having it makes it so easy to burst out in song 

any old place. It used to be that carrying a guitar on an 

airplane was quite an ordeal and they would sometimes 

insist on having it checked. I had a beautiful Guild Mark II 

classical guitar on which I was taking lessons years ago. 

Even though I had a very strong shipping case for it, the 

airline (since gone out of business) dropped it off their 

luggage truck and ran over it, smashing it to smithereens. 

They don’t make them anymore and the airline never 

covered any of it. (Ugh. I can still feel my chest tighten at 

the injustice…) ANYway, I never traveled with a guitar 

again except my little travel Martin which I took to Israel. 

BUT flying in and out of Nashville, you’re not even weird 

to have you guitar with you and other players will get 

together with you to put all your instruments in one 

overhead so no one can shove a suitcase on top of them. 

Cool! 

     All that to say, I took my guitar with me to California. It 

had been WAY too long since I sang at MCC San Diego. 

My nephew, Robb, spoke to Rev. Dan Koeshall and we 

worked out a time. On Saturday night, they had a church 

talent show to which Robb and I were invited. They were 

FABulous and very entertaining. Rev. Caedmon won the 

wheelchair races, people signed, sang (including some 

upBeat! artists), and entertained. There were families who 

sang together, incredible classical Japanese opera hits and 

passionate Latin love songs, swing dancers, and a mama 

dancing with her son, rockin’ instrumentalists (including 

piano, guitar, fretless bass, and horns) and costumes galore. 

     I felt like I was already part of the congregation by 

Sunday morning when Rev. Dan graciously gave me the 

message time in both Sunday morning services. I got to 

sing in Spanish a bit more than usual (and there were lots 

of Latina/o people to understand there just north of the 

border of Mexico), as well as share some of the stories in 

my book. I love following my ministry time with 

communion the way that MCC does it, since it gives me a 

chance to pray with everyone who comes forward. Since 

I’m attending a Methodist church in Nashville, I’d 

forgotten how precious that communion time can be when 

couples, families, and families of choice come up to take 

communion together. I’m afraid I got together with too 

many “old” friends to name them all, but Sandy and Pat 

(whose antics I follow on Facebook since, although she is 

OLDer than I am, she has trouble fitting in her kickboxing 

class between her spinning class and work outs and still 

finds time to travel the world with her sweet wife, Sandy) 

took me out to a fabulous lunch and fellowship time after 

service.  

     Of course, the other bonus of having a few days in 

California was having time to visit family. Besides my 

nephew in San Diego, I got to spend time with several 

others. When I first got there, I had a planned visit fall 

through so I spent the extra time catching up with people 

you might remember from the book. I stopped to see Pete 

Jacobs who sang in Children of the Day with me (and with 

whom I wrote some of my favorite songs from back then) 

and his wife Hanneke. I couldn’t believe how much 

catching up we needed! Then I got together with Karen, 

one of the women who cared for my kids when I traveled 

fulltime with the group and we shared stories about old 

friends. And finally I got time with my sweet sister, 

Wendy, and her family. Both of her daughters have 

hubbies and babies, but both of them are protective of 

showing their little cherub faces on line, so I’ll honor their 

concern and just give you a picture of a couple of us 😊.  

  
 

Love and Gratitude, Marsha & Cindy 

At MCC San Diego with 
precious friend Rev. Houston 

Burnside 

Below with niece Jess and 
sister, Wendy. To the right 

with nephew Robb (yes, 6 ft 
8 in!) and Bobby 



 
 

BALM Ministries P.O. Box 609, Nolensville,TN 37135-0609   www.BalmMinistries.net 

Cindy’s Mission Work 

Many thanks for those of you who 

have chosen to support Cindy on her 

mission trips. Beside local Habitat 

builds, she returned to Uganda in July 

to finish installing the computer 

program she wrote for the clinic there. 

Next is Honduras in January. Keep 

her in prayer. Any gifts to BALM 

noted to Cindy (continue to be tax 

deductible) will be used for her 

mission trips. 

 You can support  BALM when you 

shop online 
(You can read the instructions 

online but the simple thing is this:  
when you want to shop online at a 

major store, you go first to 
www.igive.com/BALM.  You put your 
info in & then it gives you a list of 
most stores you’ve ever heard of.  

So, for instance, you go to 
igive.com/BALM & pick BestBuy, it 
takes you to that site & you order 
whatever you want to online. All 

your coupons & ‘special deals’ still 
apply. There’s no extra charge to 

you at all, but that way, they 
automatically donate part of their 

profit to BALM Ministries.) 
(I forget myself sometimes, but it 
makes a big difference if you can 

remember.) 
 

Prayer List & Ministry Opportunities 

 Pray for more concerts- 

starting with YOUR church! 

And for all the concerts that 

are in the works right now. 

 Gratitude for your prayers 

Prayers for Cindy on all her 

mission trips & the 

computer work she does to 

help them. 

 Praises for our new church 

home in Nashville – 

Brentwood United  

Methodist. I’m used to being 

the burr in someone’s 

saddle, but that doesn’t 

mean they’re used to having 

one!! 

 Prayers for wisdom for 

outreach here in Nashville 

for the LGBTQ community 

who mostly continue to 

gather in bars.  

 Praises for the work Cindy 

does for the hospital 

corporation. Her work 

helped to be sure that care 

for the victims in Las Vegas 

was coordinated at the two 

main hospitals who cared 

for the injured. 

 Prayers for the book to 

reach all the people it needs 

to. The Audible book is now 

available in all outlets 

where recorded books are 

sold. 

 Please pray for the book 

reviews that are being 

pitched in larger markets. 

 Prayers for upBeat! artists  

 Please keep sweet Mark 

Moseley & his wife Donna 

K in your prayers for 

COMPLETE healing from 

his stroke. AND please 

remember that if you or 

someone you love has 

symptoms of a stroke, you 

basically have 3 hours to get 

to a hospital where they 

have meds that can HEAL 

you before all the damage 

becomes permanent. 

 Praises for the songs I 

finished writing & the ones 

in progress. Prayers that I 

tune in on writing the things 

God wants to say today. 

What You Have to Say 
“Thank you for remaining faithful to 

the LORD,--each other,--and 
continuing to share your love for 

Christ with others. (Can't believe I just 
figured out you are a nurse.)” 

 

“I know you and I probably don’t see 
eye to eye on our theology – I would 
definitely call myself a progressive 
Christian and you call yourself an 
evangelical Christian – but I will 

always remember how listening to 
your music first made me sure that 

Jesus was real in my life. And I have 
to say that hearing you today 

reminded me of how precious that 
moment of assurance is. I’m glad you 

never changed!” 
 

“I’ve read so many books about 
conservative Christians who come out 

and, after examining their faith, decide 
that it wasn’t all that important what 
they believed as long as they were 

good people doing good in the world. 
But here you are, studying the Word 
and firm in your belief in Jesus and 

His work in our lives. I was sort of glad 
I knew from the beginning that I was 

going to love where your story ‘ended 
up’ when I bought your book. No fear 
that your love for God or God’s word 

had waned or that you’d grown 
disinterested in being a worker rightly 
dividing the word of truth (II Timothy 

2:15). All that to say, I loved the 
book.” 

 

“There’s sort of another whole type of 
‘coming out’ isn’t there? You come out 
as Christian and maybe you come out 

as gay. But then you come out as 
supportive as a Christian of the 

LGBTQ community. I have friends, 
colleagues, students who have looked 

up to me, to whom I will be a 
disappointment when they find that 

out about me.” (To which I replied, “What 

you don’t know is whose life you will save 
somewhere down the line because they 

know where they can turn when they have 
that question.) 

 

BalmMinistries.net for booking! 

Oct 20-22 Beersheba Springs with 

Cindy for the “Breathing Space” 

conference from Brentwood 

United Methodist Church 

www.BUMC.net 

Oct 26-28 Fourth Presbyterian 

Church, Chicago IL for The 

Reformation Project with a special 

presentation on Friday the 27th – 

time to be announced  

www.FourthChurch.org or 
www.reformationproject.org/chicago 

Check the website for updates 😊 
 

A word for a longtime supporter of 

Balm Ministries:  

 ChristianGays.com is a community 

for ALL LGBT people to meet & 

develop friendships based on faith & 

other common interests.  We offer 

Chat Rooms & Forums, & all 

information is private, accessible to 

members only.   Join us now at 

https://ChristianGays.com  

http://www.igive.com/BALM
http://www.fourthchurch.org/
https://christiangays.com/
https://christiangays.com/

