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     Christmas was wonderful. We played little ol’ 

ladies and went to a 4 pm Christmas Eve Service so 

we didn’t have to drive in the dark!! I sang Oh Holy 

Night to Cindy in the car on the ride home. We had 

friends who kindly invited us to have Christmas 

dinner with them and the various family members that 

they had flying in. I have not figured out any gracious 

way to see if people I don’t know have had their 

vaccinations though. I figured if I’m the one who is 

worried about it, then I’m the one who has to plan it 

out. So we thanked them and declined. Cindy set 

about to plan a Christmas day bike ride for us. Now, 

for her, 50 miles is a good ride. This would NOT be 

true for me. Six miles was good. 

     We got up a little early. She opened her 

new…hmm, not sure what you call it. It’s a tiny golf 

bag that just holds whatever clubs you need to play a 

par 3 course. I got a gift certificate to Nordstrom. 

Then we packed a picnic, rode our bikes and had 

lunch on the beach. It was a quiet, but actually lovely 

Christmas day. Back in church the next morning, 

singing carols and gathering cautious hugs was a big 

part of the blessing too. 

     We laughed at the people who posted Facebook 

notes trying to decide what to do for the year end. 

“I’m trying to decide what to wear to the living room 

for New Year’s Eve….I may not even go.” Our 

neighborhood set off fireworks, so we were dutifully 

awakened as midnight came. 

     As you can see on the back, I’ll be able to sing 

locally in January. My daughter, Naomi, will be 

visiting the first week of January so we get to sing 

together at Suncoast MCC in Venice. I’ll return there 

the next Sunday to sing for Rev. Vickie Miller’s 

retirement service. Happily, my friend Rev. Rick 

Rhen-Sosbe, will be taking her place in part time 

ministry there along with Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson. 

(There should be a “Doctor” in there, too, but she just 

goes by “Nancy!”      ) 

     The saddest news in December was the death of 

my friend, Heather McNally. She quietly and 

faithfully headed the BALM prayer team for a couple 

of decades. She always answered me, kept 

confidences, and shared all appropriate prayer 

requests. I could not have traveled in the RV for so 

long without that kind of support. This was a pic of 

Heather and Sue at our wedding in 2003. 

 
     This brings me to news that I will put in larger 

print since it seems important to me!! 

We have been blessed with generous 

supporters for BALM ministries. This mean 

that you do not need to worry about expenses if 

your church or organization would like a 

concert or special music. We can even book 

something tentative since Southwest does not 

charge for cancellations or changes in flights. 

We are hoping to set things up for concerts 

that include Cindy’s ministry and testimony 

since our supporters have been so generous. 

Please email me at ssbalm@aol.com to get 

information, book a concert or organize a 

fund-raiser. This would be the perfect time to 

do that since there would be no expense for you 

or your church right now. 
     As always, we are incredibly blessed by our 

faithful supporters – both financial and prayerful. You 

make everything possible. 
 

      

With Gratitude, Marsha & Cindy 

One more pandemic 
Christmas. This time just 
the 2 of us on a bike ride 
and then picnic on the 
beach. 

mailto:ssbalm@aol.com


 
 

BALM Ministries P.O. Box 14937  Bradenton, FL 34280-4937   www.BalmMinistries.net 

Please note our PO Box 

address – it’s too long to 

remember! 

Our bookkeeping at the end 

of the year goes by the dates 

YOU put on your checks, no 

matter when we receive 

them. Email me if you need a 

receipt before Jan 31st. 
 

Cindy’s Mission Work 

Many thanks for those of you who 

have chosen to support Cindy on 

her mission trips. Unfortunately, as 

you know, the trips for the past 2 

years have been canceled. Cindy is 

sad about this since she feels that 

people need the mission teams 

more than ever. But she also 

respects the concerns of the 

mission leaders.  
Please be assured that all of the 

donations you sent are in savings and 
waiting for her opportunities to travel 

again! 

We will let you know when she can 

resume mission trips. 

 You can support  BALM when you 

shop online 
(You can read the instructions 

online but the simple thing is this:  
when you want to shop online at a 

major store, you go first to 
www.igive.com/BALM.  You put your 
info in & then it gives you a list of 
most stores you’ve ever heard of.  

So, for instance, you go to 
igive.com/BALM & pick BestBuy, it 
takes you to that site & you order 
whatever you want to online. All 

your coupons & ‘special deals’ still 
apply. There’s no extra charge to 

you at all, but that way, they 
automatically donate part of their 

profit to BALM Ministries.) 
(I forget myself sometimes, but it 
makes a big difference if you can 

remember.) 
 

Prayer List & Ministry Opportunities 

 Prayers for our family of 

color. For the lives taken 

and anger unabated, for 

justice to finally come. 

 Praises for Marsha’s 

healing! 

 Prayers that we may all keep 

on sharing the Good News 

with the least, the lost and 

the hungry – to give as 

we’ve been given to; to love 

because Jesus first loved us 

and we have SO much to 

give away. 

 Prayers for our health as we 

start up regular concerts 

again. 

 Prayers for me to be able to 

set up more concerts and 

special music. 
 Prayers for our country & 

for all of us to find a way 

forward together. 
 Praises for the ministry 

opportunities opening up 

and for ALL of your support 

What You Have to Say 
 

“I have a new young (ish) woman 
cleaning my house. Probably late 
30s, early 40s. This morning, as 

she was walking through my living 
room, your book caught her eye. 
She asked about it, saying, "what 
is this book about?" So, I shared a 

bit with her. Turns out she has 
been singing "For Those Tears I 
Died" to herself for comfort since 

she was a young teen, long before 
coming out to herself, let alone the 
world. She had no idea about your 

own story and journey, and was 
blown away to find out that you are 
a lesbian and married to a woman. 

She's going home with all of my 
CDs, along with the book. They 

will all come back home to me, but 
I was delighted to tell her that the 
song that has meant so much to 

her came from someone who has 
walked the same road. Amazing 
how you can touch hearts and 

souls just by your book sitting on 
my shelf where it can be seen.” 

 

“Yep, still the song that comes to 
me in the darkest hours. It was the 

song that came to me as I was 
interceding for my partner’s cousin 
last night – he died this morning – 

his partner and mine were with 
him. She played him the You Tube 
link I sent of the original recording 
this morning. The Spirit moves in 

darkest hours.” 
 

“My sister sang your song For 
Those Tears I Died in church 
when we were in High School. 

Great song!  I saw you at the Glory 
center. A few years back.” 

 

“Your music has been a special 
friend to me since the tent days.” 
“I have been singing and playing 
your  music since the early 80s.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming ministry 

Jan 2 Suncoast Cathedral MCC  

Jan 9 Suncoast Cathedral 

special music for Rev. Vickie 

Miller’s retirement 

www.suncoastmcc.com 

April 17 Sunrise service, and all 

morning services on Easter 

Sunday at Suncoast MCC in 

Venice FL 

www.suncoastmcc.com 

Jul 1-3 MCC General 

Conference in Houston TX 

(details to be announced) 

Sep 1-3 TEN conference 

Louisville KY see 

www.TEN.lgbt  

Oct 13-15 Dallas TX at 

CenterPeace retreat conference 

www.CenterPeace.net 

Please consider reaching me at 

ssbalm@aol.com to book 

something for your church! 

A word from a longtime supporter 

of Balm ministries: 

ChristianGays.com is a community 

for ALL LGBT people to meet & 

develop friendships based on faith 

& other common interests.  We 

offer Chat Rooms & Forums, & all 

information is private, accessible to 

members only. WE need this now 

more than ever! Join us now at 

https://ChristianGays.com  
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