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     We did have a lovely Thanksgiving – & I pray all of 

you did, too. We had so much fun & food that we 

decided to invite more friends the next night for 

leftovers. Everyone was vaccined & boosted – & very 

full of love, fellowship & food. 

     I was also blessed, after a lot of prayer, to find that 

God is leading us back to MCC for a home church. 

Church of the Trinity MCC in Sarasota FL is pastored 

by Rev. Lillie Brock. Some of you remember that her 

father, Jimmy Brock, was a long-time pastor in MCC 

churches. He was pastoring at Joy MCC in Orlando for 

several years – he used to kindly tell me in his deep 

southern drawl, that “Thar’s no sermon or service I ever 

do that couldn’t go three more minutes so you could do a 

song for me.” And when I wore sparkly stage outfits, he 

would say, “Well ya couldn’t sneak up on a freight train 

in that thing!” So we bonded some over her Dad & after 

some prayerful consideration, Cindy & I decided to 

make that our new church home.  

     Things have still not settled down from COVID, as 

everyone knows. But we are definitely ready when you 

are. At least Christmas & Easter are confirmed so that 

we don’t have another year without either of them!! But 

do let us know when your church is ready for a concert. 

We have some saved up frequent flyer miles & what not 

& we’d love to use them on your church or worship 

venue. More & more as I grow older & walk with more 

friends who are…I guess “deconstructing” is the word 

people use these days…I am grateful for all the people 

who taught me right from the beginning of my walk with 

Jesus that I would have to “work out my own salvation 

with fear & trembling, because it is all God’s work 

within me to act according to God’s good purpose.” 

(That’s Phil 2:12, btw) It means that I was not afraid to 

question or search, & I never had to find anyone’s 

answers except my own. I pray that blessing for all of 

you this Christmas so that you can fully enjoy the peace 

& good will of the season. 

 
    A little update & health successes & failures. The 

clots in my lungs are cleared up & I am off that 

miserable medication – with much sympathy for those 

who must stay on it!! As happy as I am with that, it was 

a VERY sad time the day after Thanksgiving when we 

lost our other sweet dog, Nonie. We knew she was 

wandering around a lot, probably looking for George, & 

that she slept with her head on his favorite toy. But when 

we spent a few days with friends camped right on the 

beach, Nonie was out trotting around with Cindy & 

dancing in the sand. Then Thanksgiving night, we heard 

her making tiny noises in the night so we took her to the 

emergency vet the next morning. They said she was 

clearly in pain when they even lightly palpated her 

joints, but she was also in liver failure so they could give 

her nothing for pain. She was at least 16 years old. We 

got her from a puppy mill rescue – hundreds of puppies 

were adopted immediately but no one wanted the 

mama’s so we took her home. She had never been out of 

a small cage about 5 inches high so they told us she 

would “never be a real pet.” She clearly delighted in 

proving them wrong. 

 
      

With Gratitude, Marsha & Cindy 

Part of our 
Thanksgiving  group – 
Rev. Nancy Wilson and 

Paula Schoenwether 

My favorite 
Christmas 

decorations: Joy 
and a kneeling 
Santa…under a 
clear blue sky! 
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Please note our PO Box 

address – it’s too long to 

remember! 

Our bookkeeping at the end 

of the year goes by the dates 

YOU put on your checks, no 

matter when we receive 

them. Email me if you need a 

receipt before Jan 31st. 
 

Cindy’s Mission Work 

Many thanks for those of you who 

have chosen to support Cindy on 

her mission trips. Unfortunately, as 

you know, the trips for the past 2 

years have been canceled. Cindy is 

sad about this since she feels that 

people need the mission teams 

more than ever. But she also 

respects the concerns of the 

mission leaders. It looks as though 

it might be January before she 

heads out again. 
Please be assured that all of the 

donations you sent are in savings and 
waiting for her opportunities to travel 

again! 

We will let you know when she can 

resume mission trips. 

 You can support  BALM when you 

shop online 
(You can read the instructions 

online but the simple thing is this:  
when you want to shop online at a 

major store, you go first to 
www.igive.com/BALM.  You put your 
info in & then it gives you a list of 
most stores you’ve ever heard of.  

So, for instance, you go to 
igive.com/BALM & pick BestBuy, it 
takes you to that site & you order 
whatever you want to online. All 

your coupons & ‘special deals’ still 
apply. There’s no extra charge to 

you at all, but that way, they 
automatically donate part of their 

profit to BALM Ministries.) 
(I forget myself sometimes, but it 
makes a big difference if you can 

remember.) 
 

Prayer List & Ministry Opportunities 

 Prayers for our family of 

color. For the lives taken 

and anger unabated, for 

justice to finally come. 

 Praises for Marsha’s 

healing! 

 Prayers that we may all keep 

on sharing the Good News 

with the least, the lost and 

the hungry – to give as 

we’ve been given to; to love 

because Jesus first loved us 

and we have SO much to 

give away. 

 Prayers for our health as we 

start up regular concerts 

again. 

 Prayers for me to be able to 

set up more concerts and 

special music. 
 Prayers for our country & 

for all of us to find a way 

forward together. 
 Praises for the ministry 

opportunities opening up 

and for ALL of your support 

What You Have to Say 
 

““This song has been my favorite 
contemporary Christian song since my 
high school years. The share of your 
story on (YouTube) made me cry. I’m 

so happy I found it tonight.” 
 

“I’m listening to FTTID as I edit a new 
book by a mutual friend in Palm 

Springs. I first heard it when my mom 
took me to a Wednesday night service 
at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa in the 

early 70s. It still has so much power to 
move my heart.” 

 

“Marsha, you still make this boy cry! I 
loved For Those Tears the first time I 
heard it in New Zealand, musta been 
1971 on an album. Fifty years on, it 

still touches my heart.” 
 

“Sorry I did not catch you after service 
today. Your presence and beautiful 

voice in our choir really lifted my spirit 
and the spirits of many others. 

Hearing your voice has always been a 
blessing, but having you as a part of 
our family means more than words 

can describe. I listen to your music in 
my car and every song has a special 
meaning in my heart. I am a widow of 
7 years, but I feel blessed and had a 
good life with my spouse of 51 years. 
You must hear all kinds of stories, but 

I wanted to share mine with you 
because I am proud of how far God 

has carried me. He never gave up on 
me. I truly appreciate you reading my 

note. I hope you were not bored! 
Please give a warm hug to Cindy as 
well.” (By the way, I am never bored 

with anyone’s comments. I am 
constantly amazed at how God 

weaves us together in unimaginable 
ways.) 

 

“I have been listening to your music 
for years, since I heard her in concert 

in 1991 at Joy MCC. Truly a 
wonderful, angelic voice. Now, living 
in another state, I needed to listen to 

her music and share it with new 
friends. Blessings on your message, 

Marsha.” 
 

“I just heard For Those Tears on 
YouTube. This song has such a 
special place in my heart since 
childhood. Today (hearing the 

testimony with it) I believe I found out 
the reason it so touched me and what 

God was trying to tell me.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming ministry 

Dec 19 Special music at Church 

of the Trinity MCC 9:30 am 

April 17 Sunrise service, and all 

morning services on Easter 

Sunday at Suncoast MCC in 

Venice FL 

www.suncoastmcc.com 

Oct 13-15 Dallas TX at 

CenterPeace retreat conference 

www.CenterPeace.net 

 

Please consider reaching me at 

ssbalm@aol.com to book 

something for your church! 

A word from a longtime supporter 

of Balm ministries: 

ChristianGays.com is a community 

for ALL LGBT people to meet & 

develop friendships based on faith 

& other common interests.  We 

offer Chat Rooms & Forums, & all 

information is private, accessible to 

members only. WE need this now 

more than ever! Join us now at 

https://ChristianGays.com  
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