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It turns out that Joel had wanted to talk to me, ask
me questions, & share stories with me & thought he’d
never have the time to do that! Cindy said, “You
know, Lord, if you wanted Marsha to spend with Joel,
it would have been SOOOOO much cheaper to just
tell us…” But Joel & I went on to have a wonderful
time. He had a contract with Bill Gaither’s group for 8
years & had struggled a long time to accept his
sexuality & finally to accept who he is. This was his
first time back “out on the road” ministering & it was
a precious time to be with him. Turns out he had been
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to one of my concerts about 14 years ago & parts of
my story had been instrumental in him finding his
way – both out of the closet & back to Jesus. What a
blessing to get to hear all that. The concert was spirit-
filled & full of old-home-week for seeing friends.

The next weekend found me at MCC Rehoboth for
the dedication of their new building. Rev. Dusty Pruitt
is their pastor for the next 3 years & both she & the
board of the church worked hard to make this an
amazing weekend. I can’t begin to tell you how
beautiful their building is. Like so many churches, it
took years of fundraising & permit-obtaining to
actually come to life & the congregation worked
together to build, beautify & bless this wonderful
church. “Rehoboth” is the place in Genesis 26:22
where Isaac finally had the people “dig their own
well,” so I sure had the song for the occasion (many
thank to Evelyn Schave for the idea)!! Their sound-
person, music leader, little of everything miracle
worker, Domi, did all my sound for me. He was so
attentive to every detail. Dusty & Joanne made me
welcome in their home. And Nancy Wilson & I had to
laugh that we live 30 minutes apart in Florida but have
to travel to Delaware to see each other.

This was a month of losses for me. Tommy Wells,
who played drums on all of my Nashville CD’s since
1987, died unexpectedly of a brain aneurysm. Dusty
had dedicated Communion to him during my time
there. A few days ago Pastor Chuck Smith, who
founded Calvary Chapel which was “ground zero” for
the Jesus Movement, also went to be with the Lord.
He had preached the Sunday before. He meant so
much to me & to my foundation in Christ. I
understand I only grieve for me & not for him, but I
am sad.
Thank you all so much for your prayerful support!
Love & Gratitude, Marsha & Cindy

Pruitt at MCC Rehoboth
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Please consider ways to support
BALM online

1. Please continue to consider using
www.goodsearch.com as your search
engine. Choose BalmMinistries in the

“who do you goodsearch for” box.
Just 100 of you using it once or twice
a day would raise hundreds of dollars

for Balm this year.
2. If you sell on ebay, you can also
register to support Balm through i-

give. Every little bit helps & you only
have to go through any of these

registrations once. After that, it’s
automatic!

3. Anytime you’re online shopping,
you can support BALM when you

shop online
(You can read the instructions

online but the simple thing is this:
when you want to shop online at a

major store, you go first to
www.igive.com/BALM. You put your
info in & then it gives you a list of
most stores you’ve ever heard of.

So, for instance, you pick BestBuy,
it takes you to that site & you order

whatever you want to online. All
your coupons & ‘special deals’ still
apply. That way, they automatically
donate part of their profit to BALM

Ministries.)
Every time you shop at any of the

online stores in the iGive network, a
portion of the money you spend

benefits BALM Ministries. It's a free
service, & you'll never pay more when

you reach a store through iGive. In
fact, shoppers will enjoy iGive's

repository of coupons, free shipping
deals, & sales. To get started, just

create your free iGive account.
> Start iGiving at:

www.iGive.com/BALM
(PS from Marsha: This has been a
blessing for BALM & we thank those

of you who are able to do this! I forget
myself sometimes, but it makes a big

difference if you can remember.)

Prayer List.
 Gratitude for your prayers

for my health.
 Pray for more concerts-

starting with YOUR church!
 Prayers for work on a book.

I’m plugging away. Ihave
changed the way I’m

working on it and it really
helps!

 Prayers for upBeat! artists.
Check the website for links.

 Prayers for our
granddaughter, Bri Joy-&
wisdom on raising a
teenager.

 Praises for the songs I
finished writing and prayers
for finances and time to
record them 

 Prayers for the Balm
Fundraiser for Cindy’s
missionary trip in January.
Please read the enclosed
paper or visit the website!

What You Have to Say

“You'll never know how much healing
your concerts brought to my life."

“I have to tell you your Christian Music
& Meditation cd literally kept me in a
safe space at night for 2 yrs. Every
night I would go to my room and put

your cd in and listen and go peacefully
to sleep. During those years I had 2

strokes due to the stress and I knew I
had to gain my physical and emotional
strength back. You have no idea how
much it helped, and I want to thank
you. I am healthy and happy for the
past 2 1/2 yrs. I am back at church

Trinity MCC and singing again in the
church choir. Marsha thank you I
cannot say it enough. LOVE Your

music. You signed my copy of Music
& Meditation Phil 4:8 it has been

awhile back but I still have it and use
it. Bless you and your family.”

“Just wanted to offer my heartfelt
condolences and prayers on the re-
location to heaven of the one I know
will *always* be your, "papa Chuck."

Even when it's long expected, the loss
of a parent is a stirring-up kind of

thing, and I know you've had other
losses as well lately…I wish every

person at Calvary, all the thousands
and thousands who are grieving

Chuck Smith, could see it. I wish they
could know what a good job MCC in
general has done in creating spaces
where hurting Christians of any stripe
can find enough of themselves to feel

welcomed and embraced and at
home, and the central role you and

your gifts have had in furthering that. I
wish you were going to be singing

from the platform at his "home-going,"
not just from the audience or in your
heart. But I know this: where he is
now, he's rejoicing in you and your
gifts and all the many souls you've
touched. And in that, I rejoice, too.”

“I heard your spiritual Dad & mentor
died in the night. At least you’ll know

that this morning he knows and
understands who you really are and
how you’ve furthered the Gospel of

Jesus Christ in the GLBT community!”

“When I met you, I had mentioned to
you that long ago when I first started
singing, my brother and I sang, "For
Those Tears I Died." I haven't sung it
in many, many years except when I

sang along with you at the
conference. I called and talked to my
brother the other day to let him know

that I will be traveling to see my
siblings and my dad. My dad asked if I
remembered the song we used to sing
&asked if I would sing it with him while

I am there. I told him how I had met
you over the summer. He thought that
was pretty cool. So, we are going to

sing together for the first time in close
to 30 years, the song you wrote. I've
also been asked to sing a solo. I am

excited to be able to sing with my
brother again. He is the one who
encouraged me to step out of my

comfort zone and sing.”

Schedule on
www.BalmMinistries.net

ChristianGays.com handles
BALM Ministries sales outside the
US. They are an online community
offering Articles, a Social Group,
Chat Rooms, Shopping & more.

Check out their website. I get great
feedback from those who have! If

you live outside the US, PLEASE
go to ChristianGays.com for
your orders. The handle all
international distribution.

Thanks!
Christian Gays also has lots of

online support for seekers who are
coming out or have family

members coming out. Great
Resource!
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