In 1969, Marsha Stevens was a troubled adolescent when she had her first conscious encounter with Christ while participating in a Bible study group.  In the vision this encounter evoked, she saw herself walking with Jesus near a deep blue river and this experience both changed and saved her life, since it led her to commit her heart to Christ. Following it, she composed the folk hymn, For Those Tears I Died (Come To The Water). The song has now become a standard of Christian Hymnals and it launched her career as a Christian singer/songwriter. It was the first song called “contemporary Christian Music.”
At the age of 18, Stevens sang and toured with the Christian folk group, The Children of the Day. They attended Azusa Pacific College and over the next nine years, the group recorded six albums, with Stevens writing many of the songs.  She also sang and provided back-up vocals on several of the Maranatha and Praise albums and toured extensively in the United States, as well as Canada, Israel and Europe, opening for Pat Boone, Billy Graham, Andrae Crouch and Kris Kristofferson, among others.

She eventually married and began a family.  Then, in 1979, after seven years of wedlock, she divorced…and fell in love with a woman.  “When I came out as a born again lesbian, I didn’t anticipate that people would come unglued the way they did,” Stevens said.  “Once the church found out, people came over and told me to take the ‘Jesus Is Lord’ sign off my door.  People would rip the pages out of their hymnals containing my songs and send them to me with hate mail.”

It took Stevens five years to sort out her life and to reconcile herself with her Christianity.  She studied nursing through the University of the State of New York and eventually became a Registered Nurse to support herself and her two children.  “It was during that time that I found out that I didn’t need to come out to God,” she said.  “I found that the Word still burned in my heart and I could not contain it.  I began to sing again.”

* * * * * * Continued * * * * * *

Stevens now focuses her talents on evangelizing the lesbian and gay community through her gospel music.  “I hope my music breaks through the religious rhetoric we’ve come to hate and talks about our longing to see purpose in our existence and healing for our hearts.”  In 2006 BALM Ministries launched a bridge-building program to churches in mainstream denominations to assist in their efforts to become inclusive of all God’s children.  
Highly respected throughout the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC), she is the first lay recipient of the prestigious Purple Grass Award for excellence as an evangelist.  Stevens has recorded 15 solo albums and and two group albums on her independent BALM (Born Again Lesbian Music).  From 1993 to 2006 she toured full-time in ministry to the GLBT community.  And since 2003 she and her wife, Cindy, have traveled throughout the US, Canada and Mexico ministering, singing and sharing Christ’s hope, healing and reconciliation.

Stevens is listed in the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers’ (ASCAP), Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Music and Who’s Who in American Music.  Her recordings are consistently rated among the top 25 of all gay releases and she has been nominated for a GLAMA (Gay and Lesbian American Music Award) and named for a Pioneer Award by GLAMA.  She was a headliner at the Millennium March on Washington stage.   In 2003 she her song “Jesus Wept” was selected as the genre winner by the Stonewall Society and in 2004 she received a Special Recognition award from Out Music for her accomplishments, and her album, “You Called Us Good” received the award for Best Album – Inspirational in 2006.  
A few years later, Marsha and her wife arranged a gay Christian tour of Israel and recorded new songs inspired by that trip on the CD “I Am Home”. She has more recently released “Stand Closer,” which includes music mourning George Floyd’s 2020 death.
The Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Music says, “"If Larry Norman is to be called the father of Christian Rock, then Marsha Stevens certainly deserves to be known as the mother of contemporary Christian music, a title that Christian Century and others have bestowed upon her.”  Christian Century calls her “conservative Christianity’s worst nightmare; a Bible-believing, Jesus-loving, God-fearing lesbian Christian” – a title she embraces with humor and compassion. 
In 2003 Marsha and Cindy launched the upBeat! Music Ministry Training Program for emerging music artists in ministry to the GLBT community.  To date 58 artists have participated in the program. Seeing some of these artists tour, minister or take posts as teachers and music directors or praise and worship leaders has been a wonderful blessing. In the past few years both Marsha and Cindy have worked “tentmaking jobs” (so called after the way that the apostle Paul supported his ministry) centered in Nashville, TN, and they travel from there to do concerts.  Marsha’s website is www.BalmMinistries.net.  This site contains information for concert booking, her concert tour schedule, the upBeat! program schedule and links to purchase her cd’s or download her music.
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